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the absence of publication is, in part, explained by the fact that crawford’s team only had a relatively short time in which to evaluate the material in his field. when they began the trenches in the summer of 1919, the heath around the top of the mounds had only been in existence for about 4
years, and archaeological excavations had not extended beyond the area of avenue ditches and the minor stone workings. the excavation of the adjacent building, and the larger-scale digs of the 1920s and 1930s, which uncovered the great iron age earthworks and the construction of the

museum, began many years later. excavation on a larger scale of the surrounding earthworks, and the larger prehistoric earthworks in the area, is still ongoing. so, what did they get from the first trenches? just the two ditches. in their publication on the work, crawford and birkbeck ( 1915 ; 1923
), do not discuss the presence of the ditches in any detail, and on the face of it, it seems they were quite obscure 46 unlike the presence of, say, a well-known neolithic excavation site in the chilmark quarry where all roads lead. for example, the great earl of carnarvon, who visited the site in

1897, told visitors that the earthworks on the salisbury plain could be likened to the most famous of all sites in the field, avebury. and one visitor described the situation as being akin to the view from a car on the bristol channel, where the distant edge of the bristol channel can be seen if one
looks in the right direction. while modern visitors to avebury today would typically concentrate on the avebury stone circle, the three avenues, and the henge entrance, crawford’s team were looking at what they thought were a similar neolithic site, but in the sky, and they were looking at both

sides of the ditches.
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