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Key freeThe first blockbuster
aspect of the news that the
Dallas Cowboys have hired
new head coach Jason




Garrett was that they hired a
man with a Super Bowl ring.
It's a plus that Romo's
replacement is a three-time
champion. But Garrett's
resumé wasn't the only thing
to get some attention.
Perhaps the most surprising
fact about the 45-year-old
coach was that the
Oklahoma State alum went




to North Texas in the first
place -- specifically the
University of North Texas.
Which isn't that surprising,
considering Garrett was an
explosive offensive weapon
who left college early to
enter the NFL draft. But he's
also played under Tony
Romo, which means he
might have an instinct to




pick Romo's pocket to him.
Having watched the news
conference where the
Cowboys officially promoted
Garrett to head coach, along
with the recent review of the
offensive playbook, | can say
that it's true. But not true to
any particular aspect of
Garrett's play. This is,
rather, a list of some of the




things Garrett might be
trying to do with his new
team. | think that he'll
succeed on most of them. Of
course, most coaches share
these tendencies: Playing It
Safe I've watched enough
football to know that stats
are absolutely meaningless
In coaching evaluations, but
I've also been around




enough dudes who get paid
for what they do to know
that people are not going to
do it even if it's statistically
possible for them to pull it
off. It's why you never see
offensive linemen run a four-
step drop even when the
quarterback is going to take
a sack. And part of that is for
the very reason that Garrett




IS relying on this play: to
give the quarterback a
chance to make a first read
an actual opportunity to
read the defense, instead of
having to try to read it on a
pass play. (I'm talking about
reading what the defense is
showing based on pre-snap
and sub-packages.) You're
going to see Garrett make a




lot of this call to get Romo
out of harm's way -- running
the ball more, play-action or
designed rollouts to the
outside, pre-snap shift fakes
to keep defenses honest.
You're going to see him call
some screens and runs to
free the back-side route-
runners like Terrance
Williams, like you see




offensive coordinators do all
over the league. You're
going to see him call some
Occl3bf012
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types such as.Sitting down to write can
be kind of a pain. For one, you have to
find time. Plus, writing in itself takes time
to get comfortable with. But what about
what you do after writing? Do you make
any special noises? Here's what Alex and
Jadzia had to say. Writing is a very
solitary thing. Even when you write with
a group of people, it's usually all about
the writer and the editor. When you read,
however, you're usually forced to put
yourself in somebody else’s skin. You're
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forced to become your character. You
can’'t write about Alex without Alex, but
you can write about Jadzia by thinking,
“I'm Jadzia, and I'm writing about
myself.” | think that's awesome. For my
own part, | tend to make different noises
when | talk than when | read. | make
sounds to match the emotions I'm going
for. It's less about the character and
more about making myself into that
person. | don’t think I've ever been
completely comfortable talking to people
who | wasn’t in particular situations with.
| need to have a reason to talk to you.
When I'm ready, | will be impressed to
take on new challenges. Though I'm not
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quite ready yet, | do believe that we have
a purpose
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