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(DRN) injections of morphine sulfate (MOR) are
self-administered by rats. This study sought to
determine if this effect occurs without the
presence of food on the operant apparatus,
since the DRN is involved in the expression of
natural rewards. Additionally, it was
considered whether the effects of DRN
injections of MOR were selective for target
responses, since some DRN neurons are able
to inhibit these responses. Rats were trained
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device, using FR2 food reinforcement. Once
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(DAL), or saline, and reinjected with MOR.
DADLE and DAL increased target, inactive, and
inactive then active responses for MOR, but
DADLE decreased the number of active
responses. The different effects of DADLE and
DAL on the number of drug-reinforced
responses suggests that these results are not
due to the presence of food on the operant
device. The results also indicate that the
inhibitory responses of the DRN do not
account for the control of MOR self-
administration, because they were similar in
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